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to  become  a  full-time  pastor  by  the  SAFE  NOW  —  Daniel  Caceres  (standing,  facing  crow 
time  the  civil  war  broke  out.  '’God  ates  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Oklahoma's  H 
called  me  three  times,"  said  Daniel.  was  once  marked  for  death  by  communist  rebels  in  hi 
"The  first  time,  I  didn't  hear  his  to  ministry.  (NAMB  photo  by  William  B.  Pope) 

voice  very  clearly.  The  second  time,  _ , _ 

I  heard  his  voice  but  I  didn't  answer." 

The  third  time,  with  civil  war  and  eer-  ent  the  first  time.  Don't  wait  for  those 
tain  death  hanging  over  him,  Daniel  guerillas  to  come  and  get  you,"  he  joked, 
answered  God's  call.  "I  said,  'Lord,  it's  OK.  now  able  to  laugh  about  it  27  years  later. 
Now  I  surrender  my  life  full-time  to  you,'  Daniel  and  Marta  Caceres  are  two  of 
and  I  started  preaching  the  Gospel."  more  than  5,000  missionaries  in  the  United 

Caceres  left  his  beloved  but  bloody  El  States,  Canada  and  their  territories  sup- 
Salvador  for  the  last  time  in  1980.  He  lost  ported  by  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
his  heavy  equipment  business,  his  house.  Offering  (AAEO))  for  North  American 
his  cars,  and  the  church  he  loved  so  much.  Missions.  They  are  one  of  eight  North 
"1  came  to  America  only  with  my  two  kids,  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  mission- 
my  wife,  and  my  Jesus  Christ,"  he  said  ary  couples  highlighted  as  part  of  the 
with  a  face  that  breaks  into  a  warm  smile  annual  Week  of  Prayer  on  March  2-9. 
when  he  mentions  the  name  of  "his"  Jesus.  This  year's  theme  is,  "Live  with  Uigency: 

Working  in  His  typical  mysterious  Seize  Your  Divine  Moment."  The  2008 


"The  problem  for  us  is  that  from  Mexico, 
only  the  poor  people  are  coming  —  from 
the  mountains  and  the  rural  areas.  The 
people  who  live  in  Mexico  City,  Monterey, 
ana  the  other  big  cities  are  staying,  but  the 
poor  people  from  the  rural  areas  of  Mexico 
are  coming  here  to  survive,"  he  said. 

What  is  a  typical  week  like  for  a 
church  planting  strategist  in  Oklahoma? 
"First,  we  are  always  looking  at  the  cities 
with  the  greatest  Hispanic  populations 
in  the  state,"  Caceres  said,  "ana  then  we 
are  looking  for  sponsoring  churches, 
partnering  churches  ana  primary 
churches  to  provide  us  with  their  facili¬ 
ties  to  start  new  churches  in  their  towns. 

One  of  Caceres'  showcase  Hispanic 
churches  is  Oklahoma  City's  Rios  de 
Agua,  which  is  Spanish  for  "River  of 
laptis't  Living  Water."  Supported  with  funds 
ihoma  from  NAMB  and  the  Baptist  General 
JAMB  Convention  of  Oklahoma,  the  church 
was  started  in  1990  and  has  about  300 
tna  in  worshippers  each  Sunday, 
spanic  Caceres  asks  Southern  Baptists  to  pray 
dozen  that  God  will  provide  the  additional 
•Ooen-  church  planters  and  workers  he  needs 
in  tiie  because  in  2008,  his  goal  is  to  start  30  new 
cs  call  Hispanic  churches, 
re  are  "Through  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
s.  Offering,  we  receive  a  lot  of  resources 

in/4  ci  i  99  Ua  m1AIa  L 


WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR 

, ,  r  /  North  American  missions 

MARCH  2-9.  2008 

East..  o2.  LIVE  WITH  URGENCY 


National  Goal:  S6i.000.000 

WWW.ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM 


3  Southern  Canada,  and  their 
ns  a  vision  territories  —  focal 
t  far-away  areas  of  NAMB 
globe  with  ministries  —  there 
ranger-still  are  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  as  a  lions  of  unbelievers, 
adventure  We  Americans  like 
and  unfor-  to  describe  our¬ 
selves  as  a  Christian 
nation,  but  it  would 
appear  that  we've 
got  plenty  of  work 
left  to  do  tn  our  own 
and  back  yard. 

rgency  of 
k  is  under- 


2008  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
muioimry  surrogT -  church  ntmim  sufrorn 


strange-speaking  people 
garb.  We  like  to  think 
thrilling,  Indiana  Jones 
filled  vmh  breath-taking 
gettable  experiences. 

To  be  sure,  there  are  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe 
right  now  who  are  involved  in 
KHHk  situations  almost  as  exotic  as 
those  fast-paced  movies  —  . 

-  ‘fcJNI  there  are  missionaries  on  the 
T|  f§®|  other  side  of  the  globe  whose 
ministries  are  potentially  much 
more  dangerous  than  any  movie 
could  portray. 

'$^4,  They  certainly  deserve  our 
Jfcj.  I  prayers  and  our  sacrificial 
IJfW.  I  financial  support,  but  they 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ng  into  their  territories,  backed  by  hundreds  of 

v,  in  an  effort  to  convert  us  to  thousands  of  volunteers  each  year.  More 
/  of  life  and  religion,  than  2,600  NAMB-endorsed  chaplains 
ely.  they  are  making  great  serve  in  the  U.S.  military,  correctional 
i  their  houses  of  worship  facilities,  hospitals,  and  corporate  set- 
in  neighborhoods  all  across  tings.  All  these  workers  see  many  thou- 
including  in  Mississippi.  sands  of  professions  of  faith  each  year, 

provides  major  funding  for  In  2007,  Southern  Baptists  gave  over 
vo  major  thrusts  in  the  U.S.  $59,000,000  to  the  offering.  The  goal  this 
la:  evangelism  and  church  year  is  $61,000,000. 

•JAMB  missionaries  minister  Do  we  take  seriously  the  words  of  our 
needs  in  more  than  100  lan-  Lord  and  Savior  when  he  asked  us  to  go 
jps  in  urban  and  rural  set-  forth  and  witness  to  a  lost  world  (Matthew 
ing  their  arms  to  such  diverse  28:18-20)?  We  can  begin  doing  that  by 
is  as  seniors,  the  illiterate,  praying  foe  getting  personally  involved 
h  speakers,  substance  in,  ana  financially  supporting  Southern 
■ison  inmates  and  their  fami-  Baptists'  North  American  mission  effort, 
isabled,  migrants,  and  even  Time  may  well  be  short.  We  should 
»,  to  name  only  a  few.  start  right  away.  If  we  don't  have  our 

re  currently  over  5,300  mis-  own  house  in  order,  how  can  we  con- 
upported  by  NAMB  and  its  vince  a  lost  world  to  get  their  houses  in 
rving  in  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  order?  Think  about  it. 
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cannot  be  overemphasized.  In  the  U.S. 


aborts  sent  itinerant  preachers  to 
•  "destitute''  places  —  places 

where  people  had  settled  but 
•  t  •  _  _  churches  had  not  been  estab- 

lUCT  DlVOCtt-  lished.  These  itinerants  pleached 
,  the  Gospel  and  gathered  bebev- 

il  Mimntry 

preachers  made  their  living  in 
f  Dale  Holloway  vocations  other  than  preaching. 

Sivocatumal  Specialist 

Baptist  Anglo-American 

ourLord,  though  He  wes  Creator  Messengers  ^  the"  Word,  the 
of  the  umveree,liumbled  Himself  title  often  used  among  ethme- 

to  nf  American  congregations, 

c  JSrl  ™  n^rtynkm  of  becau9e  bivocabonid  does  not 
kSE™  always  translate  or  communi- 
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‘  Kentucky.  They  work  hard  and  I 

really  appreciate  them." 

Stewart  came  to  Ashland  as 
gai  cases,  mission  pastor  to  Coal  Mine 
JOSES'  No.  9  B®ptbt  Chapel  in  1961. 
u  For  30  years  his  support  voca- 

he  minis-  tionwa£  Ashland  Oil  Company. 

.  His  church.  Rose  Hill  Church,  preaching  the  Word,”  were  lay 

Amenca  has  1750  members  with  another  witnesses.  The  apostles  stayed  in 
250  members  in  its  four  mis-  Jerusalem, 
to  enurav  sjons  Cto  a  recent  Sunday  at  the  The  greatest  prototype  of  a 
end  of  die  second  worship  ser-  self-supporting  witness  was  the 
^  vice,  12  persons  came  forward  tentmaker  Paul.  When  he  and 

News  into  to  acc&pt  Christ  as  Savior.  Eight  Barnabas  were  sent  out  from  the 
of  these  were  adults.  church  in  Antioch  as  missionar- 

im  to  tent-  what  are  Charles  Stewart's  ies,  they  paid  their  own  way  — 
nt  church-  to  church  growth?  Build  a  and  it  was  while  Paul  was  mak- 

re’  strong  Sunday  School,  reach  out  ing  tents  with  Aquila  and 

and  get  the  people,  win  them  to  Pnstilla  that  he  led  them  to 
*  Christ,  train  diem  so  they  will  Christ  0-  Christy  Wilson  Jr, 

JKTRY  grow  and  give,  and  teach  diem  Tbday's  Tentmakers,  Wheaton. 

,  .  , ,  .  our  great  missionary  vision.  Ill.:  Tyndale  House  Publishers). 

In  1790  Baptists  became  the 
>astor  wno  Working  preachers,  largest  denomination  in  America, 

nt  ot  me  yesterday  &  today  only  to  be  surpassed  by  the 

^  Methodists  in  1820.  Baphst 

ords  alter  jt  appears  that  double-duty  growth  was  achieved  by  multi- 
*r  u  W(  ministry  was  the  norm  in  both  plying  small  associations  on  the 
n  Denali  ot  Qjd  and  New  Testaments.  Even  expanding  frontier.  These  associ- 


percent  of  all  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  churches  have  pas¬ 
tors  whose  livelihoods  come 
from  second  vocations.  This  fig¬ 
ure  does  not  include  at  least  2^03 
pastors  of  mission  congregations 
who  have  secular  employment 
(Charles  L.  Chaney,  Missions 
USA  February  1993). 

Holloway  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  5j 0,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone  (601)  292-3204  or 
toU-fne  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  204.  E-mail: 
bwoLtrQaol.com. 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

m 

if  f 

Consider  Bivoca- 

tional  Minintry 

i 

By  Dale  Holloway 

MBCB  Bivocational  Specialist 

Green  State  providing  fertile  mission  field 

WASHINGTON,  VT.  ^ 


.  „  . ,  ,  -  When  Dewey  that  we  were  ftnish- 

and  Kathie  Aiken  survey  the  landscape  of  ing  up,  and  we 
Vermont  they  see  much  more  than  the  beau-  knew  it  was  time  for 
tiful  red  and  yellow  leaves  of  autumn,  the  a  change.  Our  chil- 
traditiona1  maple  symp-making  in  March,  dren  were  married, 
and  150-year-old  churches  with  white  our  family  was 
steeples  piercing  foe  blue  skies  of  summer.  changing,  it  was  a 
Instead,  the  couple  is  haunted  —  literally  time  in  our  lives 
unable  to  sleep  some  nights  —  when  they  when  we  could 
ponder  the  lostness  of  the  majority  of  serve  Christ  in 

another  area  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way,  and  we 
were  ready.” 

Their  passion  for 
Vermont  grew  even 
stronger.  "We  want¬ 
ed  to  come  here.  We 
desired  Vermont. 
We  were  at  home  in 
North  Carolina, 
where  we  were 
raised  and  where  we 
i  and 
said. 

“We  just  felt  like 
God  was  calling  us 
to  Vermont,  to  share 
the  Gospel  here,” 


of  beautiful  people,”  says  Kathie,  “but  we 
know  that  beneath  the  facade  there  is  a  lost¬ 
ness.  Something  is  missing  in  people's  lives. 

I  see  the  sadness  in  so  many  of  their  faces.” 

The  Aikens,  a  husband-wife  team  of 
Mission  Service  Corps  (MSC)  missionaries 

commissioned  by  the  North  American _ _ _ 

Mission  Board  (NAMBX  say  their  passion  had  good 
for  Vermont  stems  from  the  urgency  of  the  family,”  Kal 
state's  bleak  spiritual  condition. 

“There's  an  urgency  to  go  and  get  the 
Gospel  out  here.  When  I  think  about  how 

so  many  people  in  this  state  do  not  know  _  _ t  _ _ 

lesus  as  Lord  and  Savior;  it  breaks  my  Dewey  said.  ”1  looked  at  Romans  10:14  their  pasts  to  think,  because  they  were  bap- 
heart,”  Dewey  said.  which  asks:  'how  will  they  know  unless  tized  as  infants,  that  they're  going  to  heaven. 

The  Aikens  are  two  of  more  than  5,000  somebody  comes  and  tells  them?*  That's  or  they  think  they  are  'genetic  Chrfetians' 
missionaries  in  foe  United  States,  Canada,  why  we're  here.  We're  here  to  tell  the  peo-  because  their  families  attended  church  or 
and  their  territories  supported  by  the  Annie  pie  of  Vermont  about  lesus.”  were  members  of  a  certain  faith. 

Armstrong  Easter  Ottering  (AAEO)  for  Since  foe  Aikens  did  not  leave  their  North  “It  hurts  your  heart  and  actually  Some- 
North  American  Missions.  They  are  one  of  Carolina  drawl  behind,  they  joke  about  how  times  makes  me  somewhat  angry  at  foe  way 
eight  North  American  Mission  Board  they  use  it  to  witness  to  Vermonters.  people  up  here  have  been  deceived  into 

(NAMB)  missionary  couples  highlighted  as  'Folks  up  here  grin  when  we  talk  but  thinking  mat  everything  is  OK,”  said  Kathie. 
part  of  foe  aimual  Week  of  Prayet  March  2-9.  they're  polite  about  it"  said  Kathie.  "Our  Kathie  gets  frustrated  at  times  because 
This  year’s  theme  is,  "Live  with  Urgency:  accent  is  actually  a  witnessing  tool.  Say  she  sees  children  and  young  people  who 
Seize  Your  Divine  Moment.”  The  2008  we're  in  a  restaurant  and  we  strike  up  a  don't  understand  the  Bible  and,  in  fact, 
AAEO  goal  is  $61  million,  100%of  which  is  conversation.  When  they  say  'you're  not  say  the  Bible  has  never  been  read  to 
used  for  missionaries'  needs  and  ministries,  from  around  here,'  we  make  them  guess  them,  even  in  a  church.  "They  don't  open 
Hailing  from  Brevard,  N.C.,  Dewey,  56,  where  we're  from.  That  opens  up  doors  the  Bible  in  church,  only  the  priest  does.” 
and  Kathie,  54,  were  celebrating  their  25th  and  we  can  tell  them  why  we're  here."  So  whether  ministering  to  young  people 

wedding  anniversary  10  years  ago  when  Coming  from  a  strong  Southern  Baptist  or  conducting  a  Bible  study  for  a  group  of 
they  vacationed  in  Vermont.  They  fell  in  state  like  North  Carolina,  foe  Aikens  initially  80- year-olds,  Kathie  tries  to  Veep  it  basic  and 
love  with  foe  Green  Mountain  State.  faced  9ome  culture  shock  upon  their  arrival  in  simple.  Her  strategy  must  work.  She  reoent- 

Already  active  in  missions  and  disaster  Vermont  a  state  known  for  its  liberal  political  ly  led  an  82-year-old  woman  to  Christ, 
relief  back  in  North  Carolina,  the  Aikens  and  secular  bent.  Vermont  also  suffers  from  a  “The  money  that  comes  to  Vermont 
returned  home  and  after  several  years,  pervasive  influence  of  New  Age  thinking  and  under  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
retired  from  their  successful  first  careers  —  even  Wiccan  (witchcraft)  practices.  Offering  supports  our  director  of  missions, 

Kathie  as  a  registered  nurse  and  Dewey  as  "God  prepared  our  hearts  and  gave  us  a  our  church  planters,  and  our  new  church 
a  purchasing  manager  for  Duke  Energy.  vision  of  what  it  was  going  to  be  like,  even  plants,”  said  Dewey.  “It's  all  about  a  com- 
“When  we  came  up  here  on  our  anruver-  before  we  got  here,”  said  Kathie.  “We  came  passion  to  win  people  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
sary,  we  saw  the  need  here  in  New  up  here  with  the  mindset  that  nothing  is  spreading  the  Gospel  here  in  Vermont.” 
England,”  Kathie  said.  "We  had  careers  going  to  shock  us.”  "We  just  signed  up  for  two  more  years,” 


VERMONT  MISSIONS  — -  Kathie  and  Dewey  Aiken,  Mission  Service 
Corps  missionaries  for  the  North  American  Mission  Board  in 
Washington,  Vt.,  look  over  a  Vermont  map  with  Terry  Dorsett  (right), 
associational  missionary  for  the  Green  Mountain  Association.  The 


ing  to  the  Aikens,  is 
foe  fact  that  many  in 
Vermont  with  its 
strong  Catholic  influ¬ 
ence  have  “just 
enough  religion  in 


New  Orleans  Seminary  trustees  will  hear  and  vote  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  the  seminary's  Vision  New  Orleans  committees  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  seminary  should  move  or  remain  on  the  current  property. 


Jimmy  Draper  and  Bailey  Smith  former  presidents  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  and  current  president  Adrian  Rogers,  release  a 
statement  of  beliefs  to  clarify  “what  makes  our  hearts  beat  who  we  are 
and  what  we  really,  really  want  for  the  SBC.” 


The  Committee  to  Study  Total  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Programs  recommends  the  formation  of  two  new  agencies  - 
Stewardship  Commission  and  a  Church  Loan  Board. 
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Correction 

In  the  page  one  article  in  the 
issue  of  February  21,  a 
reporter's  error  resulted  in  the 
misidentification  of  the  coun¬ 
ties  and  associations  involved 
in  the  Coast  Rebuild  program. 
Hancock  County  is  part  of 
Gulf  Coast  Association.  Gulf 
Coast  and  Jackson  are  the 
associations  involved  in  Coast 
Rebuild.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 
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Lcmc  Program 
$599/mo.  -  15  p«H.. 

Call  for  4otailt  > 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


II  Yon  Have 
Lost  Monc\ 

a 

III  tin  Slot  K  \  1 .  1 1  krl 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

13.2% 

First  Year  Guarantee 
O’Mire  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Rfdgdand,  MS  39157 

1.800.844.3254 

601.9573841 


Age  Limitations 

Aging  is  what  we  all  do  from 
the  day  we  are  bom.  It  is  one  of 
the  chief  means  of  measuring  life, 
and  we  put  a  great  deal  of 
emphasis  on  it  Every  12  months 
from  the  time  we  get  nere,  we  cel¬ 
ebrate  birthdays.  We  marie  when 
a  person  should  be  able  to  begin 
school  and  when  they  should  oe 
finishing  school  by  years.  Isn't  it 
strange  now  little  emphasis  we 
put  on  what  we  actually  acquire 
during  those  years?  We  just  note 
that  we  went  to  school  12  years. 
We  measure  job  participation  by 
years  and  may  not  even  acknowl¬ 
edge  any  job  performance.  Tune 
and  its  passage  is  a  big  deal  with 
most  or  us.  Sometimes  we  do  a 
great  disservice  to  others  and 
ourselves  by  using  chronology  to 
measure  what  is  happening. 
Sometimes  we  determine  a  per¬ 
son's  ability  or  effectiveness  by 
time  and  fail  to  recognize  quali¬ 
ties  that  are  far  more  important 
and  significant. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


72  years  of  age.  In  the  minds  of  it  becomes  apparent  that  physi- 
some,  that  should  overshadow  cally  they  may  not  be  as  strong  as 
other  important  features  in  his  they  once  were, 
life  and  maybe  disqualify  him  for  They  may  not  be  able  to  run  as 
the  presidency.  Those  Kinds  of  fast  as  they  could  and  their  bod- 
accusations  are  probably  what  ies  may  not  be  in  shape  like 
precipitated  him  taking  his  moth-  before.  All  of  this  leads  one  to 
er  with  him  to  most  of  his  cam-  bemoan  the  fact  that  age  takes 
paign  stops.  Mrs.  McCain  is  chip-  some  things  away.  On  the  posi- 
per,  alert,  and  alive  96-year-old.  five  side,  some  of  die  things  that 
While  some  people  think  that  aging  removes  make  life  better.  It 
John  McCain  is  feisty  and  is  not  always  true,  but  oftentimes 


per,  alert,  and  alive  96-year-old. 

While  some  people  think  that 
John  McCain  is  feisty  and 
spunky,  you  ought  to  deal  with 
ms  Mama.  Not  long  ago  she  went 
on  a  trip  to  Europe.  When  she 
arrived,  she  wanted  to  rent  a  car 


is  not  always  true,  but  oftentimes 
aging  takes  away  an  impetuous 
spirit,  a  judgmental  attitude,  or  a 
condemnatory  evaluation. 
Sometimes  the  longer  you  live. 


and  significant.  to  see  the  countryside  and  the  car  the  more  perspective  you  have 

John  McCain,  who  is  running  rental  company  would  not  allow  on  life  that  seems  to  remove 
for  president  of  the  United  States  her  to  have  a  vehicle.  What  did  some  of  the  things  that  did  not 
of  America,  has  been  measured  Mrs.  McCain  do?  She  bought  a  need  to  be  there  in  the  first  place. 


of  America,  has  been  measured  Mrs.  McCain  do?  She  bought  a 
in  a  number  of  different  ways  but  car  and  drove  all  over  the  coun¬ 
time  is  one  for  which  he  has  been  tryside. 

criticized.  Potentially,  he  could  be  There  are  times  when  aging 
die  oldest  man  ever  sworn  in  as  takes  things  away.  For  folks  who 
president  of  the  United  States  at  get  to  be  in  their  40s,  50s,  and  60s, 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  the  exclusive  A*. 
Provider  for  Lift  \X'ay  Church  Hu.<e.<,  not  only 
sell*  buses.. .we  keep  up  with  Mtfety  issues, 
legislation,  regulations  and  insurance 
considerations...  .*>  you  cun  make  an  informed 
purchase! 


Americas  *7  Church  Bus  Dealer  •  1-800-370-6180  •  carpantarbua^otn 


MS  |\  >X|  I  |(  )\s 


ASSOC.  MISSIONS  DIRECTOR. 

Resumes  are  being  received  for  associ¬ 
ations!  missions  director,  Lincoln 
Baptist  Association.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Lincoln  Baptist  Association, 
P.O.  Box  363,  Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 
Deadline  to  receive  resumes  is  March 
15,2008. 


Miss.,  is  seeking  a  foil-time  minister 
Of  musk.  Please  send  resumes  to  per¬ 
sonnel  committee,  P.O.  Box  1628, 
Collins,  MS  39428  or  email  to  pas- 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC/YOUTH.  Psrkview  Baptist 
Church,  Greenville,  MS  is  seeking  a 
full-time  minister  of  music  ar wor 
youth.  Please  send  resume  to 
Personnel  Committee,  712  McAllister 
Street,  Greenville,  MS  38701  or  email 
lsouth.net. 


K  llHa  *al]. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BRANDON 
Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
from  qualified  applicants  for  the  staff 
position  Of  minister  of  musk  and  wor¬ 
ship.  Resumes  may  be  submitted  in 


writing  to  Dr.  Kevin  Cooper,  associate 
pastor  of  worship  and  students,  do  FBC 
Brandon,  309  S.  College  St,  Brandon, 
MS  39042.  Or  email  to 
KLCooperRFBCBrandon.com  and  cc: 

DLotfFBCBrandon.com. _ 

EAST  MOSS  POINT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Jackson  County,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  pastor.  Please  send  resume  to  East 
Moss  faint  Baptist  Church,  pastor  search 
committee,  7842  Misty  Meadow  Dr., 

Moss  Paint  MS  39563. _ 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
MERIDIAN,  MISS.,  is  looking  for  a 
summer  youth  worker  and/or  part- 
time  youth  minister  to  provide  lead¬ 
ership  in  planning,  coordinating  and 
unifying  all  sixth  through  twelfth 
graae  ministries.  For  details  and 
application,  call  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  at  (601)  482-6403  or  email 
cbclnfoRbellsouth.net. 


SALEM  BAPTIST  CH _ _ 

MARSHALL  COUNTY  MISS.,  seeking 
part-time  youth  director  with  potential 
for  growth.  Please  send  resume  to  youth 
director  search  committee,  P.O.  Box 
734,  Ports  Camp,  MS  38659. 


Occasionally  you  will  hear 
someone  refer  to  a  person  and 
say  "Well,  they  have  mellowed 
with  age."  That  is  what  they  are 
talking  about,  for  you  realize  that 
not  everything  Has  to  be  your 
way  all  of  die  time.Even  when 
die  other  fellow  is  wrong,  you 
understand  why  he  may  process 
things  the  way  ne  does  and  you 
begin  to  see  lue  through  eyes  of 
grace  and  mercy. 

While  at  times  age  takes 
things  away,  it  also  adds  some 
things.  I  suppose  it  could  be 
called  "value  added"  aspects  of 


life.I  have  known  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  come  close  to 
dBRfh's  door  and  in  the  maturing 
years  recognize  how  precious 
every  day  is,  how  meaningful 
love  is,  and  how  cherished  every 
relationship  ought  to  be.  Often 
aging  will  bring  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  life  that  enriches,  broadens, 
and  deepens  everything.  That  is  a 
sweet  and  blessed  dung.  While 
sometimes  aging  takes  away 
some  things  and  at  other  times 
adds  some  things,  it  is  never  easy 
to  know  what  will  be  taken  and 
what  will  be  added.  That  often 
comes  because  of  die  decisions 
and  the  will  of  die  person.  We 
have  all  known  some  aging  per¬ 
son  who  is  cranky  as  an  adult 
and  as  time  passes  on  gets  mean¬ 
er  and  their  spirit  becomes  more 
bitter  with  every  passing  birth¬ 
day.  You  can  be  a  midale-aged 
knothead  and  become  a  sour- 
spirited  old  dude,  or  you  can 
grow  in  your  walk  with  the  Lord 
and  allow  Him  to  continue  to 
shape  vour  spirit  into  the  loveli¬ 
ness  ot  the  Lord  Himself. 

It  is  probably  far  better  that  we 
not  measure  by  chronology,  but 
celebrate  our  lives  in  relationship 
to  die  transformation  and  good¬ 
ness  of  God  in  our  lives.  For  me,  I 
may  have  to  be  as  old  as 
Methuselah  for  good  dungs  to 
happen  to  make  a  difference  in 
my  spirit  but  I  pray  that  it  will  so 
that  some  day  and  in  some  way  1 
might  be  a  blessing  to  others  and 
honor  His  name  in  my  life  and  in 
my  aging  process. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  5 30,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 


aspects  of  0530.  E-mail:  jfutralGmbcb.org. 


STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax 
illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call 

(800)  368-2 70S. _ 

CABIN  IN  CATUNBUBG  FOR  RENT:  2 
bedrm  2  bath,  foil  kitchen,  great  view  of 
National  Park,  $95.00/nite.  Call  for 
information  (261)  855-4469  or  (832) 
922-0401  A)1 41.  Email 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fox  us  at 

(662)  455-6743. _ 

CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME  seek 
ing  Christian  House  parents  for  boys 
home  located  in  Northwest  Alabama. 
For  more  information,  please  call  (256) 


LOUISIANA  is  seeking  a  foil-time  minister 
of  musk  gifted  in  leading  a  blended  wor¬ 
ship  service  with  an  outstanding  adult 
choir  and  instrumentalists.  Email  resumes 
to  Dr.  Alan  Miller, 
amBtetRmonroefcc.com,  or  sand  to  201 
LA  71201. 
HIGHLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  In 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  is  accepting 


AFFORDABLE 
side  vacation  condos.  Gulf  Shores  and 
Orange  Beach,  Alabama.  Best  value  on 
the  beach!  Lowest  Pricesl  Over  50  top 
quaility  condos!  \bur  satisfaction  is  our 
tap  priority,  owned  &  operated  by  Chris¬ 
tian  family  since  1988,  (205)  556-0368 
or  (205)  554-1524,  www.gulf- 

thoranondos.com. 
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Howard  S.  Davis,  bom  May  1, 1918,  Wiggins,  died  Jan.  26.  He  pas¬ 
tored  Zion  Hill  Church,  McNeil  Gainesville  Church,  Gainesville; 
Bellefountaine  Church,  Ocean  Springs;  Juniper  Grove  Church, 
Poplarville;  Corinth  Church,  Nicholson;  Louin  Church,  Louirv  Pine 
Forest  Church,  Stewart;  and  Union  Church,  Stewart  from  which  he 
retired  in  2001.  He  attended  Clarke  College  and  William  Carey 
University,  and  was  a  WWD  veteran  with  a  rank  of  staff  sergeant. 
Survivors  include  wife  Thelma  (Tilly);  daughter  Wendy  and  husband 
Frank  Brewer;  daughter  Bobbie  Faye  and  husband  Gary  Deurell  son 
Rod  Thomas  and  wife  Jenny;  son  Robert  F.  Thomas  Davis  and  wife 
Pam;  nine  grandchildren;  and  four  great-grandchildren. 

William  Cariey  Hill  Sr.,  79,  died  Jan.  17  in  Ridgeland,  with  services 
held  at  the  Natchez  Trace  Memorial  Park  cemetery.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  of  56  years,  Oleta,  four  children  and  two  grandchildren.  Hill 
graduated  from  Gulfport  High  School  as  a  track  star  and  had  a  schol¬ 
arship  to  Louisiana  State  University.  He  also  had  degrees  from 
William  Carey  University  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  served  in 
he  National  Guard  and  Army  in  Korea  and  was  awarded  die  Bronze 
Star  among  other  citations.  He  ministered  to  the  deaf  in  Mississippi 
Louisiana,  and  Texas  and  was  the  bus  director  at  Parkway  Churcn  in 
Jackson  for  17  years.  He  pastored  First  Church,  Mississippi  City  and 
Crestwood  Church,  Jackson.  He  was  also  a  consultant  in  the  evange¬ 
lism  department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  for  six  years. 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  One  Eleven 


RITA  SWEATT: 

At  the;  feet  of  Jesus- 


RiteBus  *  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  Bill  dark  601-750-2364 
www.ritewaybussales.com 


Blue  Mountain  College  will  present  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  on  Feb. 
26  through  March  1  in  the  Garrett  Hall  auditorium.  The  play  has 
7:30  p.m.  performances  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  through 
Saturday.  Matinees  are  scheduled  for  9:30  a.m.  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  and  at  1  p.m.  on  Friday.  Ticket  prices  are  $5  for  students, 
$7  for  adults. 


February  29  &  March  1  at 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Tickets  are  $20  &  are  available  at  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 

Call  662-257-9043  for  more  info. 
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MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 


BusGrou 


WE  STOCK: 

•  14  PASSENGER  (--o  exx 

•  25  PASSENGER 

•  33  PASSENGER 

•  45  PASSENGER 


SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS 
FOR  THE  2008-2009  ACADEMIC 
YEAR  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  ON 
OUR  WEBSITE  BEGINNING 
JANUARY  1,  2008. 


JACKSON,  MS  •  I  -800-423-9826 

www.buifroup.com 


VISIT 

www.msbaptistfoundation.org 

TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  APPLICATION 


Hearina  is  Believin 


Jackson  1 -800-644-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.awMoaarvtcaa.org 

fcssional  Sound  A 

s£r-“d  fWRiicEs 

if./  School  /Commercial  KmSE 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry  provides  needs-based  supplemental 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  For  more  information  about  the  MBF  Scholarship 
Ministry,  please  visit  our  website,  www.msbaptistfoundation.org.  Scholarship  applications  for 
the  2008-2009  academic  year  will  be  available  on  our  website  beginning  January  1,  2008. 
Completed  applications  must  be  received  in  the  MBF  office  by  April  30. 
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Grubbs,  Elizabeth  Clanton, 
and  Sara  Beth  Owens;  center 
Bailey  Massey  and  Ashley 
Logan;  back,  Annette  Rum, 
Maria  Irunan,  Kayla  Webb, 
and  Taylor  Lundgren. 

1  First  Church,  Lucedale, 
recently  ordained  Murray 
Cowart  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Jason  Scott,  Cowart,  and 
Brad  McKissack. 


5.  first  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  groundbreaking 


3.  First  Church,  Fannin,  recent¬ 
ly  ordained  Matthew  Boyd 
and  Jim  McCaskill  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown  are  Boyd,  pastor 
Rem  Bird,  and  McCaskill. 


4.  The  children  of  Hoy  Church, 
Pontotoc  Association,  partic¬ 
ipated  in  Children  in 
Ministry  Day  by  going  on  a 
food  scavenger  hunt  for 
canned  foods  and  donated 
them  to  the  community  food 
pantry.  Shown  are  the  partic¬ 
ipants. 

5.  Hist  Church,  Bay  St  Louis, 


6.  Troy  Church  Missions  Croups 


2.  first  Church,  Lucedale,  deacon  ordination 


and  Brian 


Terry  Gc 
Rushing. 

6.  The  Mission  Friends,  RAs, 
and  GAs  erf  Troy  Church, 
Pontotoc  Association,  partic¬ 
ipated  in  Focus  on  wMu  by 
presenting  children  from 
around  the  world  and 
singing  in  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  shown  are  the  partid- 


7.  First  Church,  Raymond,  will 
host  the  2008  Mayberry 
Dinner  Theater's  new  show. 
The  Re-Revivin'  of 
Mayberry,  Feb.  29  and  Mar.  1, 
6:30  pjn.  Tickets,  $20,  can  be 
purchased  by  calling  the 
church  office  at  (601)  857- 
5501. 


3.  first  Church,  Fannin,  deacon  ordination 


10.  Children  on  Mission,  Hebron  Church 


8.  Providence  Church, 
Carrollton,  will  host 
GriefShare  recovery  seminar 
beginning  Mar.  25,  6:45  pm 
For  more  information,  call 
Sandra  Duvall  at  (662)  237- 
6041  or  455-8820. 


Fern  wood  Church, 

Gulfport,  will  host  their 
annual  Easter  egg  hunt  Mar. 
15,  11  am;  a  Lord's  Supper 
service  Mar.  20,  7  p.m.;  a 
Good  Friday  service.  Mar.  21, 
7  pm;  ana  Easter  services 
including  the  musical  In 
Christ  AJone  Mar.  23,  10:45 


12.  Central  Church,  McNeill,  deacon  ordination 


1 
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10.  The  Children  on  Mission 
group  of  Hebron  Church, 
Smithdale,  recently  hand¬ 
made  over  80  Valentine's 
Day  cards  and  handed  than 
out  to  residents  of  the  local 
nursing  home.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

r 

11.  Harrisburg  Church,  Ifcpelo, 
will  host  the  annual  commu¬ 
nity  Bible  study  Feb.  29  -  Mar. 
1,  led  by  Rita  Sweat!  Tickets 


21 .  Concord  Church  Christmas  presentation 


12.  Central  Church,  McNeill, 
ordained  William  "Bill" 
Gordon  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Gordon,  left,  and  pastor 
Billy  Galloway. 

13.  Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden, 
hosted  the  BSU  from 
Holmes  Community 
College,  Goodman  campus, 
Feb.  18.  Mary  Alldread, 
front,  second  from  right,  is 
a  member  at  Vaiden. 


14.  Bala  Chitto  Church  playground  dedication 


22.  Sandersville  Church  Christmas  cantata 


14.  Bala  Chitto  Church,  Pike 
Association,  held  its  play¬ 
ground  dedication  Feb.  10. 
The  playground  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  memory  of  Bobby 
Sterling. 

15.  The  wMu  of  Golden 
Triangle  Association  will 
sponsor  A  Visit  with  Wanda 
Lee,  national  wMu  execu¬ 
tive-director,  Apr.  1.  Two 
sessions  -  one  from  10  a.m.  - 
noon,  followed  by  lunch, 
and  the  second  from  6:30  - 
8:30  p.m.  Attendees  of  the 
first  session  should 
respond  to  Pat  Belcher  at 
pbelcher@cableone.net, 
(662)  328-7302,  goldentrian- 


18.  Morris  and  Didon,  Tangipahoa  Church 


23.  Gillsburg  church  RAs 


or  20.  Shivers  Church,  Shivers, 
that  broke  ground  on  their  new 
pre-  building  Oct.  28,  2007. 

Shown  is  the  building  com¬ 
mittee.  Gene  Erwin,  pastor. 

21.  The  youth,  children,  and 
adults  of  Concord  Church, 
Booneville,  presented 
Christmas  on  the  Creek  for 
four  nights  during  the 
Christmas  season.  Snown 
are  some  of  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

22.  The  children's  choir  of 
Sandersville  Church, 
Sandersville,  presented  the 
cantata  Christmas  Joy  Dec. 
23, 2007.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

23.  The  RAs  of  Gillsburg 
Church,  Gillsburg,  attend¬ 
ed  the  LSU  baseball  clinic 
Feb.  9.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

24.  Big  Level  Church, 
Wiggins,  celebrated  Baptist 
Meirs  Day  Jan.  27,  with 
laymen  Rob  Cowan 
(shown)  and  Mark  Rawls 
preaching. 


16.  Silver  Creek  Church, 
McComb  is  hosting  a 
Winter  Bible  Study,  Mar.  2  - 
5;  sessions,  Sun.,  9:45  a.m., 
worship  10:45  a.m.,  and  5  & 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30 
p.m.;  James  Messer,  leader. 


17.  The  youth  and  leaders  of 

Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  sponsored  a 
Valentine  banquet  Feb.  8  to 
raise  money  for  M-Fuge  in 
Tennessee.  Over  $400  in 
donations  was  received. 

18.  Tangipahoa  Church, 
Summit,  licensed  E.J. 
Didon  to  the  ministry. 
Shown  are  Mike  Morris 
and  Didon. 


24.  Cowan. 


Level  Church, 


19.  GAs,  First  Church,  Vandeave 


19.  The  GAs  of  First  Church, 
Vancleave,  collected  food 
for  World  Hunger  Sunday. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


BAPTISTS 


20.  Shivers  Church  grouncR>reaking 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

By  the  Book 

2  Timothy  1:8-12;  3:14-4:4 


Itainlynot  divine.  When  James  1:25  teaches  that  we  will  God's  word.  Four  1 
the  Dead  Sea  scrolls  be  blessed  if  we  are  doers  of  the  Kings  7  discovered 
were  discovered  in  word  as  well  as  hearers.  Many  had  delivered  besiege 
1947,  the  followers  of  hear  the  word,  say  "Amen/' and  These  lepers  were  c 
these  scoffers  claimed  then  do  not  do  what  it  says,  besieged  city  and  < 
that  we  would  have  to  Saying  you  believe  in  tithing  is  throw  themselves  on 
re-write  the  Bible.  They  being  a  hearer.  Writing  a  time  of  die  Arameans.  V 
taught  that  the  Bible  cheat  each  month  is  Deing  a  arrived  they  found 
was  filled  with  major  doer  of  die  word.  Stating  that  camp  deserted.  God  I 
errors  from  the  transmission  of  you  believe  John  152  is  the  the  enemy  to  hear  the 
the  Bible  as  it  was  passed  from  word  of  God  is  being  a  hearer,  great  army  and  die] 
generation  to  generation.  They  Loving  others  as  Jesus  has  loved  hours  the  lepers  wen 
waited  with  glee  for  the  transla-  us  is  being  a  doer  of  die  word.  to  tent  enjoying  die 
tions  of  the  scrolls  and  the  In  the  past  few  decades  our  God's  victory.  Then 
reprints  of  the  Bible.  The  oldest  denomination  settled  its  belief  "We  are  not  doing 
of  the  Dead  Sea  scrolls  carbon  in  the  inerrancy  and  infallibili-  must  share  this  go< 
date  to  before  300  B.C.,  so  the  ty  of  the  Word  of  God.  A  few  The  King  and  alf  t 
skeptics  were  sure  that  the  Bible  disagree,  like  author  John  were  still  suffering  in 
we  nave  today  could  not  possi-  Grisham  who  recently  criti-  had  already  been  deli 
bly  be  the  same  Scripture  found  cized  those  who  believe  the  Most  Oiristians 
in  the  caves  near  the  Dead  Sea.  Bible  to  be  literally  true  and  doing  die  same.  The) 
Yet  when  the  translations  of  accurate  (Baptist  Record  victory  of  God's  sah 
the  ancient  texts  were  made  February  7,  2008).  The  huge  keep  the  good  news 


nations,  movements,  §|pji| 

ideologies,  philoso- 
phies  and  religions 
attempted  to  silence  its 
message  and  declare  it 
obsolete.  Those  rulers  are  all  in 
the  grave.  Their  powers  and 
nations  are  fodaer  for  the 
History  Channel.  Those  move¬ 
ments  and  ideologies  have  fall¬ 
en  like  the  Berlin  Wall.  The 
philosophies  and  religions  that 
questioned  God's  word  were 
proved  empty  and  powerless. 
God's  word,  however,  continues 
daily  to  change  lives,  inspire 
and  instruct  the  body  of  Christ, 
and  to  reveal  God's  message  to 
a  world  in  need  of  salvation  in 
Jesus  Christ 

We  can  trust  God's  word. 
Skeptics  always  question  the 


training  in  righteousness.  The 
voices  of  secularism  demand 
tolerance  for  their  intolerant, 
absolutist  view  that  no  absolute 
truths  exist.  Yet  God's  word 
withstood  the  test  of  time  as 
countless  rulers,  powers, 


n..  w r*.  tant  to  note  here  that  we 

By  Marion  D.  Duncan  can  trust  God  and  obey 

At  die  beginning  of  Genesis  His  will  because  He 
28,  Isaac  is  blessing  rus  son,  Jacob,  intends  good  for  us,  and, 
and  sending  him  away  to  the  He  is  die  promise-keeping 
homeland  of  Rebekah  charging  He  expects  us  to  listen  for  (Canaan) 

him  to  find  a  wife  from  the  Gocf  his  voice  speaking  to  us  and  descenda 

fearing  people  in  Paddan-aram  respond  in  obedience  by  taking  would  m 

(See  2  Corinthians  6:14-NIV).  steps  of  faith.  the  earth 

This  was  the  surface  reason  for  Jaoob  set  out  on  his  journey  would  b 

his  departure,  although,  an^  traveled  intensely  until  he  descenda 
Abraham  had  sent  his  servant  could  go  no  farther  from  exhaus-  Messiah), 
there  to  find  a  proper  wife  for  tion  weariness  and  setting  of  NIV) 
Isaac.  Because  or  die  broken  rela-  the  sun.  As  he  settled  down  for  Jacob 
tionship  between  him  and  his  the  night,  he  lay  on  the  ground  steep  wi# 
twin  brother,  Esau,  over  the  with  a  stone  under  his  head,  and  G°d  of  At 
stolen  birthright,  Jacob's  life  was  he  fell  asleep  looking  at  the  stars  «*  to  be  ai 
in  danger  and  he  needed  protec-  in  the  heavens  above  him.  Jacob  Jacob.  He 
tion.  All  of  the  deceit,  separation,  had  an  encouraging  vision  that  was  a  beli 
and  alienation  that  followed  ni8ht  in  the  form  of  a  dream-a  his  life.  I 
could  have  been  avoided  if  vision  that  would  enable  him  to  was  an 
Rebekah  had  trusted  God  when  take  a  step  of  faith.  He  saw  a  place- the 
He  told  her  that  the  older  of  her  stairway  reaching  from  the  and  ange 
sons  would  serve  the  younger  ground  up  through  the  clouds,  mto  the  p 
(Genesis  2523  NIV).  Itisimpor-  and  on  it  were  God's  angels  later  id 


Duncan 


Ducan  is  wMu  director  at  First 
Church,  Starkville 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
ind  photographs  of  special  events 


dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 


landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  pho- 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
•  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 

only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-333o! 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  E-mail:  baptistrecord©mbcb.org. 


the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


c"»u>* 


The  Baptist  Children  s  Village  is  row  accepting  applications  through  March  31, 
2006  for  openings  on  the  India  Nunnery  Campus  in  Jackson  and  the  Reedy 
Acres  Campus  in  Water  Valley  for  the  position  of  houseparent 

The  primary  job  responsibility  of  a  houseparent  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  envi¬ 
ronment  thru  models  healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and/or  youth 
residents.  Other  duties  of  a  houseparent  are  many  and  are  viried  and  some¬ 
what  dependent  upon  the  specific  program  and  cottage  to  which  assigned. 

The  following  list  of  responsibilities  is  to  provide  an  overview  of  the  job  and  is 
not  an  exhaustive  list. 


Robert  *  Sue  Wilkie 
Mi.  Ernie  Joiner 

Mi.  4  Mr,  Joe  Bed  well 
Mn  Kent  F  McFarland 
Mr.  4i  Mn.  Opal  McIkthw 
Mi  4  Mn.  Ilmour  Pike 
Mn.  Edna  Scott 
Mr  <i  Mn  Keith  Tingle 
Mn.  Gladys  Jonee 
Mr  Phil  Kline 
Mr  k  Mn  Mike  People* 

Mr  Joyner 

Mr  k  Mn.  Billy  R  Barnett 
Mn.  Zetm*  Belle  Keeler 
Or.  *  Mn  (erne.  E  Little 
The  Ftdelia  SBC  Morrteon  Hgt*  BC 
Mr  k  Mn  Male  Singletary 
Eve  Nell  Keene  Lambright 
Mr  4  Mn  Joe  Maggie 
Louar.  Myra,  lean  k  lanr*  Alig.  a  »l 
Mr.  Timothy  land 
Mn.  Mabel  Tnahrtt 
Richard  Lantrip 
Mr  Robert  T  leffne* 

Tom  Larrimore 
Dr,  k  Mn.  Anthony  S  Kay 
Mr  Jin  Laycock 

Mr  k  Mn  lame.  W  Appenon  Sr 
Min.  I  rie  Lae 
Mr  k  Mn.  Larry  W  Magee 
Mr  C.  A.  Lilc. 

Mn  Hiram  Davit,  )r. 

Daniel  Loyd  Lofton 
Ray  k  A) ana  Greer 
Mr  Chid  Lofton 

Mr  k  Mn  Altua  Holme* 

Mn  Mildred  lybns 
Mn.  Era  C.  FVter* 

Mr.  Charim  O.  Mangmm 
Mr  k  Mn  Alton  Taylor 
Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
L'Nell  Martin 
Rev.  k  Mn  R  L.  Signal  Jr 
WUI  John  Martin 

Mr.  Ii  Mn  Frank  O.  Lroathwail  Jr. 
Mr  k  Mn  W.  C  Me  A  .ley 
Mr  4  Mn  Don  C.  McAuley 
Roger.  McGraw 

Harold  k  Ann  Carteton 
Rath  McGraw 

Virginia  Ir  Ron  Seiden 
Mn  Vem  McKencie 
Mm.  Jenato  M.  Knight 

hi.  f" « - ki  -t/la.  ■  -. 

VllflUl  MCMiuiCR 

Jamia  4  Beth  Hendri*  4  Family 
Clyda  Anatla  McLeod 
Jama  Earl  4  PoBy  Harvey  4  Family 
Idetl  McNair 

Calhoun  County  Senior  Adult* 

Laura  Me  Nee 1 
Mr.  4  Mn.  BUly  R  Ramett 
Mn  Nell  Terrell  McNeil 
Liberty  BC  Men1.  Bible  Claw 
Parti  L  McPhail 
Mr  4  Mn.  Roger  M  Myrtck 
Ana  M.  McWtlliamr 
Elizabeth  M  Tate 


Job  responsibilities. 

•  Provide  immediate  supervision  of  residents  in  the  cottage  and  other  settings 

•  Participate  fully  in  the  implementation  of  each  resident  's  Plan  of  Care 

•  Model  Christian  values  and  lifestyle  for  residents  and  their  families 

•  Model  a  healthy  physical,  social  and  emotional  lifestyle  for  residents 

•  Serve  as  the  primary  transportation  resource  for  residents  of  assigned  cottage 

Job  requirements: 

•  25-65  years  of  age 

•  A  husband/wife  team  will  be  considered  for  this  position 

•  Good  physical,  mental  and  emotional  health 

•  Stable,  even  disposition 

•  Valid  driver's  license  with  a  good  driving  record 

•  Educational  background  must  be  at  a  minimum  a  GED,  but  some  college  is 
preferred 

•  Experience  in  child  rearing  is  preferred 

•  Must  be  flexible  and  able  to  work  in  a  team  environment 

•  Good  organizational  skills 


Mr  4  Mi*.  Chari*.  H  Ovik 
Darrell  Dicker*. 

Mn  Janr  H.  Bailey 
Rrv.  4  Mn  Johnny  Park* 
Mr.  Clvnn  Dragna 
Mr.  4  Mn  Craig  Haakina 
David  L  Dunaway 
Mr.  4  Mn  David  M.  Ferrim 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.baptittchildrensvillage.com 


Mr  4  Mn  C.  B  Sledge 
Mr.  Dvwvy  Dytw 
Ma.  Jensie  M.  Knight 
Danny  Eaateriing 

Mr.  4  Mn  Marvin  Edward* 


Mr.  Chari**  W  Holm** 
Career-Tech  Dept.  Hind*  CC 
Rymnd 

Hind*  Com  Collage  Career-Tech 
Dep 

Mr.  4  Mn  Jimmy  T  Hoihngtworth 
Me.  Carolyn  William*  EUard 
Al  4  Sandra  Hamilton 
Dr.  4  Mn  Joe  Ivy  Cillrspw 
Mr  Pal  Fergueon 
Dr  4  Mn  Harold  Ward 
Henry  Form!  Flemming 
Mr.  4  Mn  Al  Barfield 
Mn.  Maraha  Janr  Kenneth 
Mr  4  Mn.  Rkky  Pullen 
Rev.  Jama*  A.  Fond  ran 
Mr  Joel  A  EdUn 
Mr  Warn*  Fortenberry 
Mr  4  Mn  Charles  Dew 


To  request  an  application  please  contact  Celeste  Cade  at 
ccadefa  baptistcbildrensvillage  com  or  call  601-922-2242. 


Honors 


Mr*.  Mary  Lae  Broome  Park  man 

Mr  4  Mn.  Doug  Hutton 
Mr.  4  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkin* 

TV  RuaarU  Broom*  Family 
Anthony  D.  PaMenon 
Battle  Lind  lev  4  John  DrU 
Hucabce 
Mr  Plcken* 

Mr  4  Mn  Bill)  R  Barnett 
Mr  Earl  Poind* rt*i 
Mr.  4  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkin* 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Mean*  Porter 
Jim  4  Mary  Jo  Canon 
Allen  4  Suzanne  Shelton 


Mr  4  Mn  Emeat  L.  Scruggs 

Siutiw  Scars 

Mr  4  Mn  Larry  W  Mager 
Anna  "Sweetpea"  Shepard 
Mr  4  Mn  John  W  Edwards 
Mn.  Cecil  I*  Shorn, ck 
Mr  4  Mn  Bob  Waaaon 
Jody  B.  Sim* 

Mr  4  Mn  Jimmy  lenluns 
Mr  4  Mn.  Alton  Taylor 

*- * - J  f  l—  _ 

3llain^9u 

Mr  4  Mr*.  Jimmy  T. 
Hollingsworth 

Mr.  Ovries  W  Holme* 
Hullett  Skinner 
Mr  4  Mn  Paul  G  Shrlbv 
Amanda  Ruth  Slocum 
Mr  4  Mn  K.  C.  Smith 


Winsome  S8C  Petal-Harvey  BC 

M*.  Leila  Davie 

Mr.  4  Mn  Jack  M  McAlpin 
Willie  Fondren 
Mr.  Joel  A.  Edlin 


Mr.  J.  H.  Thames  Jr 
Mr.  4  Mn  Roger  L.  Zimmerma 
Ms.  Peggy  A.  Dandy 
Bob  4  Jedde  Maxhetti 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Ray  Maaaey 
Dr  Jimmy  F  VnaeU 
Myrtl*  McLelian  Carroll 
Mr  4  Mn  Jim  Pilgrim 
Celeste  Carter 

Mr.  4  Mn  Charles  H.  Delk 
Rev.  Jimmy  Caves 
Dr.  4  Mn.  DAn  Stringer 
Mr  Donald  Chance 
Larry  4  Cltnva  Puma 
Mn.  Alice  Hitt  Chappell 

Kolola  Spring*  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Dot  Griffin 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark 

Mr.  4  Mn  Bobby  C.  Cooper 
Mr.  4  Mr*  Charin  Dow 
Mr.  4  Mn  Jo*  B.  Holme* 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Coman* 

Mr.  4  Mn.  Jimmy  Janldna 
Mr  Donald  W.  “Don'  Canneriey 
Mr.  4  Mr*  Sidney  W  Vaughn 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Jay  Gore  m 
Mn.  Hiram  Davla,  Jr. 


Mn  Barbara  S.  Bum* 

Mari*  Prewitt 

Mr  4  Mn  Brrlon  Btvazrale 
Mrs.  JoAnn*  Miller  Prince 
Ms  Betty*  Logan 
Mr.  Jimonc*  Puckett 
Dr.  4  Mn  Dan  Stringer 
Mn  Vrlma  Pylate 

Mr  4  Mr*  Jimmy  Jenkin* 
Mn  Oda  Lee  Karidan 
Mr.  4  Mr*  Jimmy  lenkin* 


John  Dell  Hucabee 
Mn.  J.  S.  Moody 
Buddy  and  Robin  Moody 
Mn.  Edith  Morgan 
Tom  4  Martha  Napoli 
David  Mullen 
Caroline  Hubbard 
Carolyn  Palmar 
Bluff  Springs  BC-Pmton 
Tom  4  Gloria  Thurman 
Cary  4  Arm  WUliam* 

Mr  Kelly  Wilson 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Arnold  Chaven 

Memorials 

The  Broth *i  of  Neon*  Robert 
Ma  Ruth  V.  Whitt 


Mr.  4  Mr*  B.  R.  Taylor 

Mr*.  Margaret  Rayburn 

Scruggs  Law  Firm 

Mr.  4  Mr*  John  T  Kerton  |r. 

Ales  Reeve* 

Northrup  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Quitman 

Kevin  Dal*  Reid 

Mr  4  Mn  Miller  Reid 


Mr.  4  Mn.  Unt  V.  Foley  Jr. 


Bill  Stewart  4  Trent  Curtis 

Mr.  Jack  Revis 

Rev.  4  Mn.  Roger  W  Alewinr 
Johnny  Ray  Robert*.  S*. 

Mr  Tbmmy  Robert* 

Mr.  Elmo  Kabertmn 
Mr*  Dorothy  Haaoon 
Mr.  4  Mr*  Joe  Loftin 
Alice  Hall  Ragan 
Betti*  Undley  4  John  Dell 
Hucabee 

RofVfl 

Jem  Janet  4  Ben  Dickinson 

OUie  Hercil  Row* 

Mr  4  Mn  F  R  Clack 


Ma  Vivian  &  Smith 

Charts*  Baetzman 
Betty  Jo,  Kriatwr  4  Crag  Schmidt 
Martha  Barbee 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Emeat  L.  Scruggs 
Ed  Beck 

Mr.  4  Mn.  Okay  Thornton 

Katherine  N.  Bell 
Mr.  4  Mn  Jam**  C.  Brents  Jr. 
Mr  B.  J.  Bennett 


The  BUI  Curtis  Family 

Morri*  Nano 
John  4  Donna  Murphy 
Jamie  Neiesn 

Mr  4  Mr*.  Stuart  Allen 


2007  Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January,  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  evaluates 
the  cash  giro  received  from  churches  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  twelve  months 


In  this  evaluation,  it  has  become 
customary  to  publish  the  top  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in 
descending  order  of  designated  cash  gifts.  This  does  not 
include  non-cash  gift  items  or  volunteer  efforts  that  many 
churches  contribute.  This  analysis  has  become  known  as  the 
“Honor  Roll  of  Churches.” 


Church 
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Spring* 


Trinity 


Chitto 
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Chino 


Church 


Enterprise 


Inut  Grove 


oxworth 


Randolph 


tiet  Church 


Port  Gibson 


Baptist  Church 


iprings 


Montgomery  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Meadowood  Baptist  Church 
Bessfield  Baptist  Church 
New  Liberty  Baptist  Church 


Houston 


Church 


Church 


|hts  Baptist  Church 
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Centrevilli 
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laf  Till 

ptist  Church 

Baptist  Church 

Progress  8 
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e  Baptist  Church 

Little  Baha 
Parkview  E 

la  Baptist  Church 
laptist  Church 

Barton  Fin 

it  Baptist  Church 

Nevada  culture  for  Christ 


Mississippian  taking  on 


in  Reno  is 


RENO,  Nev.  —  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  missionary  MeUnie  Lawler  is  a 
real,  talking,  walking-around  miracle. 

To  follow  the  William  Carey  University  gradu¬ 
ate  around  northwest  Nevada  where  she  serves 
the  Sierra  Baptist  Association  as  a  ministry  evan¬ 
gelism  specialist  in  Reno,  no  one  would  guess  she 
first  suffered  seizures  as  a  fourth  grader  in 
Leland  that  were  initially  diagnosed  as  epilepsy. 

Melanie's  seizures  followed  ner  family's  move  to 
Carthage,  where,  during  the  11th  grade,  doctors 
discovered  a  brain  tumor.  The  tumor  was  removed, 
but  them  17-yearold  Melanie  suffered  a  stroke. 

Following  the  stroke,  "they  (doctors)  said  I 
would  be  a  vegetable,"  Melanie  recalled  —  but  the 
doctors  forgot  to  consult  God,  who  had  other  plans. 

Melanie  remembers  that  as  a  teenager  her  pastor 
at  First  Churdi,  Carthage,  Russ  Barksdale,  chal¬ 
lenged  her  to  memorize  Jeremiah  29:11:  "For  I  know 
the  plans  I  have  for  you...  plans  for  your  welfare,  not 
for  disaster  togiveyouafutureandahope."  (HCSB) 

"I  memorized  mat  verse  and  shortly  after,  God 
began  speaking  to  my  heart  saying,  'Melanie,  I 
have  plans  for  you,'  and  I  would  say,  'Oh  yes  God, 

v  a  — a*  —  -  -  a  -  -  *  -  *  —  *  —  M/Mawtln/vief  T'rv* 


in  Nevada.  She  served  as  a  US/ Q 
is  Vegas  back  in  the  late  '90s,  after 
i  college  and  before  receiving  her 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Now  I  can't  imagine  living  anywhere  else." 

„  .  ,  Think  of  Reno  and  one  usually  conjures  up  bright 

MAKING  PLANS  —  Mississippian  Melanie  Lawler  (nght),  ministry  lights,  casinos,  gambling,  and  other  assorted  sms 

evangelism  specialist  for  the  North  American  Mission  Board  and  the  and  vices.  Melanie,  now  34,  is  ready  to  take  them  on. 

Siena  Baptist  Association  in  northwest  Nevada,  discusses  English  as  “My  goal  is  to  see  our  churches  reach  all  our 
Second  Language  ministry  with  pastor  Seun^iwan  Choi  (center)  and  communities  for  Christ,"  she  said,  "so  that 

associate  pastor  Jeff  Jung,  at  All  Peoples  Baptist  Church  (Korean)  in  includes  the  people  working  at  die  casinos  and 

Reno,  Nev.  The  trio  want  to  teach  English  to  Koreans  working  in  the  tourists  visiting  the  casinos.  We  don't  have 

local  hotel  industry.  (NAMB  photo  by  Russell  Shively)  casino  ministries  in  Reno  at  this  point,  but  it's  a 

dream  I  hope  to  carry  out  in  the  future." 

North  American  Missions.  She  is  among  the  North  "The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  is  vital  to 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  missionaries  fea-  our  ministry  here,"  Lawler  said.  "We  would  not  be 
tured  as  part  of  die  annual  Week  of  Prayer,  March  2-9.  able  to  be  here  at  all  if  it  weren't  for  the  Annie 
This  year's  theme  is,  "Live  with  Urgency:  Seize  Armstrong  offering.  It  allows  me  to  be  able  to  do  my 
Your  Divine  Moment."  The  2008  AAEO  goal  is  $61  work  without  having  to  worry  about  how  my  bills  are 
million,  100%  of  which  is  used  for  missionaries  like  going  to  be  paid.  I  Know  the  money  is  there  for  me 
Melanie.  through  our  Southern  Baptist  churches." 


I  know.  I'm  going  to  be  a  pediatric  neurologist, 
going  to  be  a  good  doctor  for  you  Lord.'  1 
would  say,  'No  Melanie.  I  have  plans  for  you. 

"God  Drought  me  through  the  brain  tumor  and  the 
stroke  and  today,  I'm  OK.  f  realized  that  if  God  could 
protect  me  in  the  midst  of  great  problems,  then  I  could 
trust  Him  to  dictate  the  direction  of  my  life." 

Lawler  is  one  of  more  than  5,000  missionaries  in  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  their  territories  supported 
by  die  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  (AAEO)  for 


Missionaries  determined  to  succeed  in  tough  ministry  area 


DES  MOINES,  Iowa  —  Iowa  conjures  up  images  of  a 
Midwestern  state  of  green  cornfields,  big-time  pig  and 
dairy  farming,  small  towns,  and  the  fictional  setting  for 
movies  like  Tne  Music  Man  and  Field  of  Dreams. 

The  Hawkeye  State  certainly  is  all  those  positive 
things  and  more,  but  Des  Moines  —  Iowa's  state  capi- 
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w  poverty _ _ 

Just  ask  Jon  and  Mindy  Jamison.  For  almost  nine 
years,  Jon  and  Mindy,  both  33,  have  been  a  husband- 
wife  team  of  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
missionaries,  working  as  co-directors  of  Friendship 
Baptist  Center  in  inner-city  Des  Moines.  They  are  also 
state  church  and  community  ministries  directors  for 
the  Baptist  Convention  of  Iowa. 

The  Jamisons  are  two  of  more  than  5,000  missionar- 
in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  their  territories 
by  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 

_ i)  for  North  American  Missions,  and 

are  one  of  eight  NAMB  missionary  couples  highlight¬ 
ed  as  part  ofthe  annual  Week  of  Prayer,  March  2-9. 

This  year's  theme  is  "Live  with  Urgency:  Seize  Your 
Divine  Moment"  The  2008  AAEO  goal  is  $61  million, 
100%  of  which  is  used  for  missionaries  like  the  Jamisons. 

The  Friendship  Baptist  Center,  a  non-descript  build¬ 
ing,  sits  on  die  comer  of  Meek  Avenue  ana  Martin 


les 

su 


o  hungry  and  without  basic  needs,  much 
less  encouragement  and  nourishment. 

"I  think  if  that  doesn't  break  our  heart  if 
that  doesn't  concern  us,  then  our  heart  isn't 
lined  up  with  the  heart  of  Christ.  He  was  so 
concerned  for  the  least  of  these." 

Mindy,  who  grew  up  doing  urban  mis¬ 
sions  work  in  her  native  Fort  Myers,  FI., 
calls  the  neighborhood  around  the 
Friendship  Center  "great"  and  "horrible"  at 
the  same  time.  The  center  serves  primarily 
African-Americans,  Hispanics,  ana  refugee 
families  from  Zaire,  Suaan,  and  Bosnia. 

The  Friendship  Center  is  multi-faceted. 
Kids  Club  is  an  after-school  program  in 
which  children  come  in  and  get  help  with 
their  homework,  play  boara  games,  or 
sports.  They  also  learn  about  life  skills, 
nutrition,  and  even  how  to  cook. 

Of  course,  the  Jamisons  teach  them 
about  the  Bible.  "Once  we  get  to  know  the 
kids  better,  we  offer  a  Bible  study  and  teach 
them  what  God  says  about  their  lives  and 
how  God  wants  to  be  a  part  of  their  lives," 
said  Jon.  "Many  times,  we  tell  them  Bible 


TACKLING  PROBLEMS  —  For  nine  years,  Jon  and  Mindy 
Jamison  have  served  the  North  American  Mission  Board  and 
the  Baptist  Convention  of  Iowa  as  a  husband-wife  missionary 
team  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  the  minister  among  urban 

- ■  V-P  .  .  ,  ■  ™  social  problems  that  mirror  other  large  American  cities. 

stories,  and  it's  the  first  time  they;  veever  (NAMB  photo  b  Nonn  Appleton  Photography) 
heard  Bible  stones.  It's  great  to  see  the  lights  v  1 

come  on  when  they  realize  that  God  loves  ,  _ 

-*  • - — tj-  e —  »i - "  "It's  a  great  way  for  us  to  connect  to  the  communi¬ 

ty,"  said  Jon.  "Immigrants  and  refugees  come  to  Des 
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holds  are  in  poverty.  Many  of  die  people  are  victims  of 
crime.  There's  a  lot  of  violence,  gang  activity,  and 
drugs  in  the  communities  surrounding  the  center,  so 


we 


a  challenge  just - 

"Many  people  stniggle  with  having  something  to 
eat,  having  clothes  to  wear,  shelter,  heat  in  the  winter. 
For  kids  in  the  area,  there's  no  one  at  home  to  take  care 
of  diem.  Kids  must  find  a  way  to  wake  themselves  up 
in  the  morning.  If  there's  fooa  in  the  house,  they  have 
to  make  their  own  breakfast.  They  have  to  find  a  way 
to  school,  if  they  go.  Many  kids  are  sort  of  their  own 
parents.  That  may  sound  like  fun,  but  it  also  brings 
some  struggles  for  the  kids,"  Jon  said. 

Mindy  Jamison  echoes  her  husband., "The  kids  get 
up  and  don't  take  a  bath  because  there's  no  water.  They 
don't  have  a  toothbrush  or  shampoo.  They  probably 
forget  to  take  their  books  to  school.  They  walk  to  school 
id  die  cold,  and  it  gets  very  cold  in  Des  Moines.  They 


them  and  can  provide  for  them. 

Telling  die  center's  kids  Bible  stories  is  different 
from  teaching  children  who've  grown  up  in  a 
Southern  Baptist  churdi,  who  can  finish  the  story  just 
by  giving  diem  the  story's  character  or  topic. 

"Many  kids  here  are  waiting  on  the  edge  of  their  seats 
to  find  out  how  the  Bible  story  ends,  Mindy  said, 
"because  they  haven't  heard  it  before." 

Mindy  credits  the  center's  15  Kid's  Club  volunteers, 
who  come  and  "pour  their  lives  into  these  kids  every 
day."  In  all,  some  250  volunteers  support  Jon  and  Mindy 
with  their  myriad  of  ministries  on  an  annual  basis. 

"The  kids  get  to  meet  volunteers  from  all  over  who 
may  be  Iowa  State  students,  people  from  local  church¬ 
es,  and  others,"  Mindy  said.  'The  kids  get  to  rub  shoul- 


snack.  It's  so  important, 
streets  and  into  a  positive  place." 
for  the  center  is  teaching  English 
WM  1  English  an 


get  die 
lace.  Another  h 


use  project 
as  a  Second  Language 
and  the  ability  to  read. 


(ESL),  conversational 


Moines  and  need  to  provide  for  their  families.  They 
need  ajob,  and  often  they  can  find  better  jobs  if  they 
speak  English.  They  may  not  have  a  hunger  need  or  a 
clothing  need,  but  it's  easy  for  them  to  know  that  they 
have  a  need  to  speak  English." 

"The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  is  such  a 
blessing  to  us,"  Mindy  said.  "We're  so  thankful  that  we 
don't  have  to  stop  our  work  and  go  and  raise  funds 
somewhere.  Because  of  financial  cooperation  among 
Southern  Baptists,  we  can  focus  on  the  ministry  with¬ 
out  worrying  about  where  funds  will  come  from  or 
where  our  next  paycheck  will  come  from,  or  how  to 
find  money  to  feed  hungry  people. 

"Through  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering,  we  are 
able  to  offer  the  love  of  Christ  to  people  out  of  a  min¬ 
istry  center  without  closing  the  doors  every  couple  of 
months  to  seek  additional  funding.  Annie  Armstrong 
provides  consistent,  reliable  ministry  for  those  in  need 
all  year-round. " 


